
letter0 to the Ebttor, --- 
’CVhitst cordially inviting c o r n  

munications u p o n  all subjects 
f o r  these columns, we wish zt 
t o  be distinctly understood 
t h a t  we  do not IN ANY WAP 
hold ourselves responsible fo r  
t h e  opinions expressed by ‘our 
correspondents. 

I 
OUR GULNEA PRIZE. 

To t h e  Edi tor  of t h e  “Br i t i sh  Journal of Nursing.” 
DEAR ~\~AD.uI,-I write t o  aclinowledge Jvith 

niany thanlrs the cheque received for 81 Is. i n  
roiiiiection with the Puzzle Prize, BRITISH JOURNAL 
OB NURSINU for August. 

Yours truly. - ,  
E. BURNIZTT. 

118, Allerton Road, Woolton. 

T H E  ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE POOR LAWS. 
TO t h e  Editor of t h e  “ Bri t i sh  JoztrriuZ uf r-uTsing.’J 

Matron of a Metro- 
politan Poor Law Infirmary ” kindly tell me 
which par t  of my evidence she alludes when she 
says t h a t  1 have tried ‘‘ to injure the  reputation of 
those who are  working as  faithfully and devotedly 
as t h e  nurses of the  great volnnhary hospitals i n  
the came of tlie sick poor.” I have not  a copy of 
my evidence here in Scotland, lint I think she 
must have misread what I said, or seen some gar- 
bled report. 

DEAR hhDAM,-J\rill the  

Y 0111’s truly, 
SYDNEY ’HO~LAND. 

Kncesworth Hall, Royston, Herts. --- 
FATHER HIGLEY ON POOR LAW INFIRMARIES. 

To t h e  Edi tor  of tlce BritisK Journal of Nursing.” 
&IADAx, -&~~ I be allowed t o  express my regret 

t h a t  the Hon. Sydney Holland, who has done so 
ninch for the poor of East  London and for t h a t  
magnificent institution, the London Hospital, 
shonld have given utterance to  the  extravagant 
and unjiist remarks a lmi t  Poor Lam Infirmaries 
qiiotecl i n  your issue of September 11th. As o w  
roliintary hospitals come uniler t h e  lash of imjust 
piblic criticism almost as often a s  011r Poor I J ~ W  
Infirmaries I shodcl have thonght t h a t  this wonlcl 
have led Mr. Holland t o  aim at jnstice in his re- 
marlrs ahout the  latter. I know the  T,ondon HOS- 
pitnl well, and 311.. Holland inay rememhr  my 
saying t o  him on one occasion t h a t  if I were a mll- 
Iionaire one of the first places t h a t  I w o d d  give 
R $1,000 to  ivoiilcl be the  1,onclmi Hospital. I am 
afraid t h a t  3Ir. Hollancl has hem doing what is 
often ilone in t h e  way of nnfair criticism, and t h a t  
is comparing the  worst Poor Law Infirmivies with 
the best volizntary hospitals. 1 happen to Irnon7 
I’oor 1,aw Institlitions all over the country, and 
I nm quite siiw t h a t  the hest Poor  Law Infirmaries 
rompare favoiirahly with the heet vohintary hos- 
pitals, and I believe t h a t  patients in Poor JAW 
IllfilynariW stand jnst as much chance of recovery 
in a poor 1,aw Infirmary as they do in a voliln- 
tary 1iospital, and after all this is the main reason 

, 

for which both classes of these institutions are  sup- 
po.qed t o  osist, although one may sometimes 
have legitimate doubts about this in the case of 
volnntary hospitals. I believe that under fdr more 
t rying circumstances there is just as much love, 
devotion, and sympathy shown t o  t h e  patients in  
Poor Law Infirmaries as in t h e  voluntary hospitals. 
I am afraid Mr. Holland’s experience of Poor Law 
Institutions generally is rather antique. The poor 
of this district a re  provided for a t  the expense of 
t h e  Poor Law, i n  80 different institutions, and the  
one great danger a t  the  present time is not that 
people are reluctant to  use the Poor Law Infir- 
maries, b u t  that they are  used more and more by 
a class for which they v e r e  never intended. Thus 
Nr. Lockwood, who till recently was one of the 
chief Inspectors of the  Local Government Board 
i n  his report in 1906, says, “ T h e  t r u t h  seems to 
lie t h a t  infirmaries are  more and more meeting 
wants mhich vere  sufficiently snpplied by the great 
hospitals before the population of London became 
s> vast as it nom is. It would snrprise a good many 
persons t o  learn t h a t  when the  census of 1901 was 
talieil there  were more t h a n  13,000 patients in 
Worldiouse Infirmaries i n  London, while in  all the  
voluntary hospitals for London the number of 
patients only slightly exceeded 8,000. It is becom- 
ing so common for Guardians t o  recover consider- 
able slims on account of treatment in their in- 
firmaries, t h a t  it is  nnnecessary t o  labour the  
point t h a t  t h e  acceptance of a n  offer for admission 
to an infirmary n o  longer proves destitution.” 
&ain, in  1907, Mr. Lockn-ood refers t o  t h e  “con- 
tinned tendency to  use Poor Lam Infirniaries on 
t h e  par t  of persons for whom they w r o  not origin- 
ally intended.” Now, I conIc1 give other testi- 
monies as well as my own t o  the same effect, but  I 
am afraid t h a t  I have already written enough. 
B u t  I must add this one remark. If in Poor Law 
Infirmaries, where t h e  work, according to Mr. 
Holland, is (1) not educational, @) where it is 
not  scientific, (3) where by inference little love 
and sympathy is shown, isn’t i t  a gross ac t  of 
crnelty on t h e  p a r t  of hlr. Holland to  frequently 
t u r n  cases oiit of t h e  l,ondon Hospital into the 
Poor Law Infirmaries when they have more inter- 
estiiig clinical material waiting for admission to  
t h e  hospital? 

Yours sincerely, 
F. H. HIQLEI’. 

Catholic Church, 636, Commercial Road, E. 

NURSING A KING. 
To  tlcc Eclifor of f l i p  Rrifish dourrral of A‘wsing.”  

DEAR ~\IADAx,-I~~ ~ O I I P  issue of September 11th 
Mr. Holland is reported as saying in  his evidence 
hefore the Poor Law Commission, If x-e can t ra in  
a nurse sufficiently well t o  nurse the King we can 
do i t  t o  nurse anybody else.” 

I have heard this argument made about two 
years’ t ra ining at  the  Londdn Hospital before. I 
do not say t h a t  the  London Hospital nui‘ses a r e  
not nd l  trained, because I do not know anything 
about t h e  system-as we have no educational stan- 
dards we are all a t  sea-but I do say t h a t  it would 
hc comparatively easy to nurse a King, for the 
simple reason t h a t  the nurse has  little or no re- 
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